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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 22 June 2007 has been entered. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12 July 2007 was filed after the 
mailing date of the Final Rejection on 26 March 2007. The submission is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information 
disclosure statement. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 12 and 13 objected to because the recitation of 'the processor' lacks antecedence. 
For the purpose of art evaluation, the examiner presumes that the limitation is referring to 'a 
processor'. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. Claim 1 requires a "second mode in which inputs to the navigator scroll 
from an event to the same event between different packages ". Claims 8, 10, and 15 contain 
similar language requiring a "second mode in which the navigator scrolls from an event to 
the event between different packages ". Applicants note that support for this limitation is 
found on Page 9, Line 12. The cited passage states that "in the second viewing mode, the 
subscriber can scroll amongst event cells within the same package or between packages". 
While the cited portion supports the ability to scroll between event cells between passages, it 
is silent with respect to these event cells necessarily being the same event. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §. 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent 
any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the 
time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

9. Claims 1-4, 7-1 1, and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Knudson et al. (US Pat No. 6,016,141) hereafter (Knudson et al. ('141)), in view of the 
'NFL.COM: 1997 regular season to get August start', and in further view of Swix (WO 
00/14954 A2). 

Regarding claim 1, the Knudson et al. ( 6 141) reference discloses a "method for allowing 
programming providers" [26] to "offer subscribers" [32] "programming events" (Col 2, Line 
66 - Col 3, Line 21). The method comprises a programming provider "associating events" 
such as those corresponding to a 'season ticket' or other related events "to create packages" 
(Figures 3-5; Col 1, Lines 28-41; Col 4, Line 66 - Col 5, Line 51; Col 6, Lines 21-34). The 
system subsequently "generates an electronic program guide, the electronic programming 
guide having a programming grid . . . simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of 
each event associated with each package" (Figure 2; Col 3, Lines 9-16). The "electronic 
program guide has a first mode" (Figure 2) that further "prompts" (Press 'OK' to order) the 
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subscriber to switch from the "first mode" (Figure 2) to a "second mode" (Figure 8). When 
in the "second mode . . . inputs to the navigator scroll from an event to the same event 
. between different packages" (Col 7, Lines 31-48). 

With respect to the particular composition of the 'packages', the reference teaches that 
the packages may comprise a 'season ticket' package that includes all sports programs of a 
specific league or team for the duration of the sports season (Col 6, Lines 22-34). In creating 
such a package, the reference is silent with respect to the scheduling of sporting of events 
that are well known in the art to "span multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots". 
For example, the 6 'NFL.COM: 1997 regular season to get August start" publication provides 
evidence of fact that a 'season ticket' for a specific sports team (ex. New England Patriots) 
would comprise "events spanning multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots" (ex. 
NBC - Sunday September 7 th at 1 PM, TNT - Sunday September 14 at 8 PM, ABC - 
Monday October 27 at 9 PM, etc.). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to "associate events spanning 

multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots" such as events corresponding to a 

( 

particular NFL sporting team for the purpose of creating packages of televised programming 
for one of the most popular sporting leagues in America. 

The Knudson et al. (' 141) reference is further silent with respect to the particular usage of 
a 'wrapper' and its usage in the 'first mode' as claimed. In an analogous art pertaining to the 
field of interactive programming, the Swix et al. reference discloses an "electronic 
programming guide . . . listing a wrapper associated with [each specialty topic] and each 
[specialty topic's] associated events, the wrapper surrounding all the associated events for 
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each [specialty topic], the programming grid also simultaneously listing a start time and a 
stop time of each event associated with each [specialty topic]" (Figure 5). The "electronic 
programming guide has a first mode in which inputs to a navigator" or user interface to 
"scroll from one wrapper to another wrapper" (Page 8, Lines 4-7). The 'first mode' 
corresponds to the particular display of both matching and non-matching entries. Therefore, 
responsive to the user choosing a different 'specialty topic', the user "scrolls from one 
wrapper" associated with the first 'specialty topic 5 to "another wrapper" corresponding to the 
newly selected 'specialty topic' (Page 15, Lines 18-24). The "electronic programming 
guide" further "recognizes . . . non-contiguous events" associated with a 'specialty topic' 
whereupon subsequent to navigating to another cell is operable to select that program for 
viewing (Page 9, Lines 1-4; Page 15, Lines 18-27; Page 16, Lines 27-30). 

Swix et al. suggests that the particular 'specialty topic' relates to a logical grouping of a 
particular type of programming (Page 2, Lines 14-17). A 'package' as set forth in Knudson 
et al. (' 141) defines logical groupings of related programs. Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the Knudson et al. ('141) 'electronic programming guide' to "hav[e] a programming grid 
simultaneously listing a wrapper associated with each package and each package's associated 
events, the wrapper surrounding all the associated events for each package [and] the 
programming grid also simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event 
associated with each package", to comprise a "first mode in which inputs to a navigator scroll 
from one wrapper to another wrapper", and "in response to recognizing the non-contiguous 
events, prompting to switch from the first mode to the second mode" for the purpose of 
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informing the viewer as to the availability of programs of a particular type (Swix et al.: Page 
3, Lines 1-3) in a manner in which the viewer can choose to be provided with more focused 
information if so desired (Swix et al.: Page 15, Lines 26-27). 

Claim 2 is rejected wherein "associating events comprises combining events that are 
related by content, time, or source" (Knudson et al. ('141): Col 6, Lines 21-34). 

Claim 3 is rejected wherein the "wrapper relates each package's associated events, such 
that the electronic programming guide simultaneously lists each package's wrapper and each 
package's associated events" (Swix et al.: Page 19, Lines 3-21). 

Claim 4 is rejected wherein the method further comprises "highlighting each wrapper as 
the navigator scrolls from one package to another package" as previously discussed. Claim 1 
claim does not require for the simultaneous display of multiple wrappers on the display 
screen as opposed to only requiring the particular display of 'a wrapper', nor does the open 
language of the claim preclude any additional steps. The navigator may initially highlight a 
'package' associated with a 'season ticket' for one sporting team and subsequently 
responsive to the user designation will highlight a 'season ticket' for one sporting team. 
Swix et al. teaches that a highlighted entry is always placed in the first row (Page 15, Lines 
18-24). Therefore, the method "highlights each wrapper" (initially that associated with the 
first package and that associated with the second package) "as the navigator scrolls from one 
package to another package" in order to maintain that the first row comprises the newly 
designated wrapper of the second package. 
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Claim 7 is rejected wherein the "electronic programming guide further comprises an 
expanded mode in which time and channel information concerning the events are displayed" 
(Swix et al.: Figure 4)(Knudson et al. C 141): Figures 8-9). 

Claim 8 is rejected as previously discussed. Knudson et al. ( 6 141) discloses a "method 
for offering users additional programming information concerning events of interest" through 
its particular provision of an 'electronic programming guide'. The method comprises 
"receiving an electronic programming guide having events" such as those corresponding to a 
'season ticket' or other related events "associated with packages" (Figures 3-5; Col 1 5 Lines 
28-41; Col 4, Line 66 - Col 5, Line 51; Col 6, Lines 21-34). The "electronic programming 
guide has a programming grid . . . simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each 
event associated with each package" (Figure 2; Col 3, Lines 9-16). The "electronic program 
guide" further "receives an input to a navigator" (i.e. program guide) to "select a first mode" 
(Figure 2) that further "prompts" (Press 'OK' to order) the subscriber to switch from the 
"first mode" (Figure 2) to a "second mode" (Figure 8). The system further "receives another 
input to the navigator that selects a second mode in which the navigator scrolls from an event 
to the same event between different packages" (Col 7, Lines 31-48). 

With respect to the particular composition of the 'packages', the reference teaches that 
the packages may comprise a 'season ticket' package that includes all sports programs of a 
specific league or team for the duration of the sports season (Col 6, Lines 22-34). In creating 
such a package, the reference is silent with respect to the scheduling of sporting of events 
that are well known in the art to "span multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots". 
For example, the "NFL.COM: 1997 regular season to get August start" publication provides 
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evidence of fact that a 'season ticket' for a specific sports team (ex. New England Patriots) 
would comprise "events spanning multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots" (ex. 
NBC - Sunday September 7 th at 1 PM, TNT - Sunday September 14 at 8 PM 5 ABC - 
Monday October 27 at 9 PM, etc.). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to "associate events spanning 
multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots" such events corresponding to a particular 
NFL sporting team for the purpose of creating packages of televised programming for one of 
the most popular sporting leagues in America. 

The Knudson et aL ('141) reference is further silent with respect to the particular usage of 
a 'wrapper' and its usage in the 'first mode' as claimed. In an analogous art pertaining to the 
field of interactive programming, the Swix et al. reference discloses "receiving an electronic 
programming guide . . . having a programming grid simultaneously listing a wrapper 
associated with [each specialty topic] and each [specialty topic's] associated events, the 
wrapper surrounding all the associated events for each [specialty topic], the programming 
grid also simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event associated with 
each [specialty topic]" (Figure 5). The method comprises "receiving an input to a navigator" 
or user interface (Page 9, Lines 1-4) "that selects a first mode in which the navigator scrolls 
from one wrapper to another wrapper within the electronic programming guide" (Page 8, 
Lines 4-7). The 'first mode' corresponds to the particular display of both matching and non- 
matching entries. Therefore, responsive to the user choosing a different 'specialty topic', the 
"navigator scrolls from one wrapper", associated with the first 'specialty topic', to "another 
wrapper" corresponding to the newly selected 'specialty topic' (Page 15, Lines 18-24). The 
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"electronic programming guide" further "recognizes . . . non-contiguous events" associated 
with a 'specialty topic 5 whereupon subsequent to navigating to another cell is operable to 
select that program for viewing (Page 9, Lines 1-4; Page 15, Lines 18-27; Page 16, Lines 27- 
30). 

Swix et al. suggests that the particular 'specialty topic' relates to a logical grouping of a 
particular type of programming (Page 2, Lines 14-17). A 'package 5 as set forth in Knudson 
et al. ( c 141) defines logical groupings of related programs. Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the Knudson et al. (' 141) 'electronic programming guide 5 to further "hav[e] a programming 
grid simultaneously listing a wrapper associated with each package and each package's 
associated events, the wrapper surrounding all the associated events for each package [and] 
the programming grid also simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event 
associated with each package", to "receive an input to a navigator that selects a first mode in 
which the navigator scrolls from one wrapper to another wrapper within the electronic 
programming guide", to "receive another input to the navigator that selects a second mode in 
which the navigator scroll from an event to the event between different packages", to 
"recognize [e] the non-contiguous events; and in response to the non-contiguous events, 
prompting to switch from the first mode to the second mode" for the purpose of informing 
the viewer as to the availability of programs of a particular type (Swix et al.: Page 3, Lines 
1 -3) in a manner in which the viewer can choose to be provided with more focused 
information if so desired (Swix et al.: Page 15, Lines 26-27). 
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Claim 9 is rejected wherein "receiving the electronic programming guide comprises 
receiving information selected from the group consisting of: pricing, content and scheduling 
information" (Knudson et al. (' 141): Figures 3-5; Col 3, Lines 9-16). 

Regarding claim 10, Figure 1 of Knudson et al. 0141) illustrates a "system" [20] for 
"processing an electronic program guide". The system comprises a "means for" [34] 
"receiving events . . . associated with packages" (Col 3, Lines 45-53; Col 3, Line 63 - Col 4, 
Line 7). The "means for" [34] "storing the electronic programming guide in the memory" 
(Col 3, Lines 22-30) and the "electronic programming guide ha[s] a programming grid . . . 
simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event associated with each 
package" (Figure 2; Col 3, Lines 9-16). The guild further comprises "means for producing" 
[34] "a first mode" (Figure 2) that "prompts" (Press 'OK' to order) the subscriber to switch 
from the "first mode" (Figure 2) to a "second mode" (Figure 8). The "means for processing 
the second mode" [34] enables "inputs to the navigator [to] scroll from an event to the event 
between different packages" (Col 7, Lines 31-48). 

With respect to the particular composition of the 'packages', Knudson et al. C 141) 
teaches that the packages may comprise a 'season ticket 5 package that includes all sports 
programs of a specific league or team for the duration of the sports season (Col 6, Lines 22- 
34). In creating such a package, the reference is silent with respect to the scheduling of 
sporting of events that are well known in the art to "span multiple channels over non- 
contiguous time slots". For example, the 6 'NFL.COM: 1997 regular season to get August 
start" publication provides evidence of fact that a 'season ticket' for a specific sports team 
(ex. New England Patriots) would comprise "events spanning multiple channels over non- 



Application/Control Number: 09/748,905 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2623 

contiguous time slots" (ex. NBC - Sunday September 7 th at 1 PM, TNT - Sunday September 
14 at 8 PM, ABC - Monday October 27 at 9 PM, etc.). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to "receive 
events spanning multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots associated with packages" 
such as events corresponding to a particular NFL sporting team for the purpose of creating 
and distributing packages of televised programming for one of the most popular sporting 
leagues in America. 

The Knudson et al. (' 141) reference is further silent with respect to the particular usage of 
a 'wrapper' and its usage in the 'first mode' as claimed. In an analogous art pertaining to the 
field of interactive programming, the Swix et al. reference discloses an "electronic 
programming guide . . . that simultaneously lists a wrapper associated with [each specialty 
topic] and each [specialty topic's] associated events, the wrapper surrounding all the 
associated events for each [specialty topic], the programming grid also simultaneously listing 
a start time and a stop time of each event associated with each [specialty topic]" (Figure 5). 
The system "produces a first mode of the electronic programming guide in which inputs to a 
navigator" or user interface to "scroll from one wrapper to another wrapper" (Page 8, Lines 
4-7). The 'first mode' corresponds to the particular display of both matching and non- 
matching entries. Therefore, responsive to the user choosing a different 'specialty topic', the 
user "scrolls from one wrapper" associated with the first 'specialty topic' to "another 
wrapper" corresponding to the newly selected 'specialty topic' (Page 15, Lines 18-24). The 
"means" [34] further "recognizes . . . non-contiguous events" associated with a 'specialty 
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topic' whereupon subsequent to navigating to another cell is operable to select that program 
for viewing (Page 9, Lines 1-4; Page 15, Lines 18-27; Page 16, Lines 27-30). 

Swix et al. suggests that the particular 'specialty topic' relates to a logical grouping of a 
particular type of programming (Page 2, Lines 14-17). A 'package' as set forth in Knudson 
et al. 0141) defines logical groupings of related programs. Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the Knudson et al. ( c 141) "means" [34] to "stor[e] the electronic programming guide in the 
memory, the electronic programming guide having a programming grid that simultaneously 
lists a wrapper associated with each package and each package's associated events, the 
wrapper surrounding all the associated events for each package [and] the programming grid 
also simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event associated with each 
package", to "produce a first mode of the electronic programming guide in which inputs to a 
navigator scroll from one wrapper to another wrapper, and ... a second mode of the 
electronic programming guide which inputs to the navigator scroll from an event to the event 
between different packages", to "recognize[e] the non-contiguous events; and in response to 
the non-contiguous events, . . . prompting to switch from the first mode to the second mode" 
for the purpose of informing the viewer as to the availability of programs of a particular type 
(Swix et al.: Page 3, Lines 1-3) in a manner in which the viewer can choose to be provided 
with more focused information if so desired (Swix et al.: Page 15, Lines 26-27). 

Claim 1 1 rejected wherein the "inputs are received from a remote control" (Swix et al: 
Page 8, Lines 25-28). 
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Claim 14 is rejected wherein "when a package comprises non-contiguous events, the 
processor implements commands to the navigator that scrolls to a next time and a next 
channel of an associated event within a package" (Swix et al.: Page 15, Line 28 - Page 16, 
Line 6). 

Claim 15 is rejected as previously discussed. Knudson et al, ( c 141) discloses a "method 
for organizing and presenting program information within an electronic programming guide". 
The method comprises "receiving events . . . associated with packages" and "receiving an 
electronic programming guide having events" such as those corresponding to a 'season 
ticket' or other related events "associated with packages" (Figures 3-5; Col 1, Lines 28-41; 
Col 4, Line 66 - Col 5, Line 51 ; Col 6, Lines 21-34). The "electronic programming guide 
has a programming grid . . . simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event 
associated with each package" (Figure 2; Col 3, Lines 9-16). The "electronic program guide" 
further "receives an input" whereupon it "prompts" (Press c OK' to order) the subscriber to 
switch from a "first mode" (Figure 2) to a "second mode" (Figure 8). The system further 
"receives another input that causes the navigator to scrolls from an event to the event 
between different packages" (Col 7, Lines 31-48). 

With respect to the particular composition of the 'packages', the reference teaches that 
the packages may comprise a 'season ticket' package that includes all sports programs of a 
specific league or team for the duration of the sports season (Col 6, Lines 22-34). In creating 
such a package, the reference is silent with respect to the scheduling of sporting of events 
that are well known in the art to "span multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots". 
For example, the ' 'NFL.COM: 1997 regular season to get August start" publication provides 
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evidence of fact that a 'season ticket' for a specific sports team (ex. New England Patriots) 
would comprise "events spanning multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots" (ex. 
NBC - Sunday September 7 th at 1 PM, TNT - Sunday September 14 at 8 PM, ABC - 
Monday October 27 at 9 PM, etc.). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to "receive events spanning 
multiple channels over non-contiguous time slots" such events corresponding to a particular 
NFL sporting team for the purpose of creating and providing packages of televised 
programming for one of the most popular sporting leagues in America. 

The Knudson et al. (' 141) reference is further silent with respect to the particular usage of 
a 'wrapper' and its usage in the 'first mode' as claimed. In an analogous art pertaining to the 
field of interactive programming, the Swix et al. reference discloses "receiving an electronic 
programming guide . . . having a programming grid simultaneously listing a wrapper 
associated with [each specialty topic] and each [specialty topic's] associated events, the 
wrapper surrounding all the associated events for each [specialty topic], the programming 
grid also simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event associated with 
each [specialty topic]" (Figure 5). The method comprises "receiving an input to a navigator" 
or user interface (Page 9, Lines 1-4) "that causes a navigator to scroll from one wrapper to 
another wrapper within the electronic programming guide" (Page 8, Lines 4-7). A first mode 
corresponds to the particular display of both matching and non-matching entries. Therefore, 
responsive to the user choosing a different 'specialty topic', the "navigator scrolls from one 
wrapper", associated with the first 'specialty topic', to "another wrapper" corresponding to 
the newly selected 'specialty topic' (Page 15, Lines 18-24). The "electronic programming 
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guide" further "recognizes . . . non-contiguous events" associated with a 'specialty topic' 
whereupon subsequent to navigating to another cell is operable to select that program for 
viewing (Page 9, Lines 1-4; Page 15, Lines 18-27; Page 16, Lines 27-30). 

Swix et al. suggests that the particular 'specialty topic 5 relates to a logical grouping of a 
particular type of programming (Page 2, Lines 14-17). A 'package' as set forth in Knudson 
et al. (' 141) defines logical groupings of related programs. Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the Knudson et al. ( 6 141) 'electronic programming guide' to further "hav[e] a programming 
grid simultaneously listing a wrapper associated with each package and each package's 
associated events, the wrapper surrounding all the associated events for each package [and] 
the programming grid also simultaneously listing a start time and a stop time of each event 
associated with each package", to "receive an input that causes a navigator to scroll from one 
wrapper to another wrapper within the electronic programming guide", to "receive another 
input that causes the navigator to scroll from an event to the event between different 
packages", to "recognize[e] the non-contiguous events; and in response to recognizing the 
non-contiguous events, prompting to switch from the first mode to the second mode" for the 
purpose of informing the viewer as to the availability of programs of a particular type (Swix 
et al.: Page 3, Lines 1-3) in a manner in which the viewer can choose to be provided with 
more focused information if so desired (Swix et al.: Page 15, Lines 26-27). 

Claim 16 wherein the "wrapper relates each package's associated events, such that the 
electronic programming guide simultaneously lists each package's wrapper and each 
package's associated events" (Swix et al.: Page 19, Lines 3-21). 
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Claim 17 is rejected wherein "when a package comprises non-contiguous events, then 
causing the navigator to scroll to a next time and a next channel of an associated event within 
a package" (Swix et al.: Page 15, Line 28 - Page 16, Line 6). 

Claim 18 is rejected wherein the method further comprises "causing each package to be 
highlighted as the navigator scrolls between packages" as previously discussed. The 
navigator may initially highlight a 'package' associated with a 'season ticket' for one 
sporting team and subsequently responsive to the user designation will highlight a 'season 
ticket' for one sporting team. Swix et al. teaches that a highlighted entry is always placed in 
the first row (Page 15, Lines 18-24). Therefore, the method "causes each package" (initially 
that associated with the first package and that associated with the second package) "to be 
highlighted as the navigator scrolls between packages" in order to maintain that the first row 
comprises the newly designated wrapper of the second package. 

Claim 19 is rejected wherein the method further comprises "expanding a package, 
causing an event within the package to be highlighted, and communicating that the event is 
being purchased" (Knudson et al. (' 141): Figures 6-9; Col 6, Line 36 - Col 7, Line 59). 

Claim 20 is rejected wherein the method further comprises "receiving the input from a 
remote control" (Swix et al: Page 8, Lines 25-28). 
10. Claims 5, 6, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knudson et al. (US Pat No. 6,016,141) hereafter (Knudson et al. ('141)), in view of the 
'NFL.COM: 1997 regular season to get August start', in view of Swix (WO 00/14954 A2), 
and in further view of Ellis et al. (US Pat No. 6,604,240). 
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In consideration of claim 5, the references are silent with respect to further "expanding 
the electronic program guide to include channel information concerning at least one event 
associated with a package". In an analogous art pertaining to interactive video distribution, 
the Ellis et al. reference discloses "expanding [an] electronic program guide to include 
channel information concerning at least one event associated with a package" (Col 5, Line 58 
- Col 6, Line 5). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the combined references to further "expand 
[an] electronic program guide to include channel information concerning at least one event 
associated with a package" in order to provide an interactive television program guide that 
enhances the availability of a service provider to supply users with information on the 
programming available (Ellis et al.: Col 1, Lines 43-46). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of references is silent with respect to the "electronic 
programming guide further comprising a collapsed mode in which only time information 
concerning the package are displayed". In an analogous art pertaining to interactive video 
distribution systems, the Ellis et al. reference discloses an "electronic programming guide 
further comprising a collapsed mode in which only time information concerning the package 
are displayed" (Figure 1 1). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 'electronic programming 
guide' of the combined references to "further comprising a collapsed mode in which only 
time information concerning the package are displayed" for the purpose of to provide an 
interactive television program guide that enhances the availability of a service provider to 
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supply users with information on the programming available (Ellis et al.: Col 1, Lines 43- 
46). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of references is silent with respect to a "processor 
being adapted to receive a command to cause a display to show package information in a 
collapsed mode in which only time information concerning the package are displayed". In an 
analogous art pertaining to interactive video distribution systems, the Ellis et al. reference 
discloses a "processor being adapted to receive a command to cause a display to show 
package information in a collapsed mode in which only time information concerning the 
package are displayed" (Figure 1 1). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 'electronic 
programming guide' of the combined references such that the "processor is adapted to 
receive a command to cause a display to show package information in a collapsed mode in 
which only time information concerning the package are displayed" for the purpose of to 
provide an interactive television program guide that enhances the availability of a service 
provider to supply users with information on the programming available (Ellis et al.: Col 1, 
Lines 43-46). 

In consideration of claim 13, the references are silent with respect to a "zoom mode" as 
claimed. In an analogous art pertaining to interactive video distribution, the Ellis et al. 
reference discloses a "zoom mode in which additional information is accessed . . . describing 
an event within a package" (Col 5, Line 58 - Col 6, Line 5). Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the combined references to further comprise a "zoom mode in which additional 
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information is accessed . . . describing an event within a package" in order to provide an 
interactive television program guide that enhances the availability of a service provider to 
supply users with information on the programming available (Ellis et al.: Col 1, Lines 43- 
46). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Beliveau whose telephone number is 571-272-7343. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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